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YEAR 7s — HIGH SCHOOL 
Statement 

HON JACQUI BOYDELL (Mining and Pastoral) [9.45 pm]: I rise to make some brief comments around the 
discussion we had in the house last week on year 7s going into high school, because it is a big issue for families 
to deal with. When we are dealing with children and their education, it is important to debate the issues, and I 
thank Hon Darren West for bringing this particular issue to the house. 

I agree with Hon Darren West that this is an emotive issue and that it is definitely a difficult decision for families 
to make. It is our job as members of Parliament and leaders of the community to help families understand the 
changes in the processes they can engage with so that, as families, they can make the best decisions available to 
them in a comfortable and peaceful manner. I would not like to think that I was adding fuel to the fire of those 
families’ fears and the sense that their choices were being taken away from them. 

The Nationals in government negotiated a transition period for year 7s into high school, recognising that any 
change of this type is difficult for people to undertake. This transition period allows schools and families an 
adjustment time so that they can discuss with their families, schools, the Department of Education and their 
teachers what the best choice is for them as a family, and be able to make an informed decision over a period of 
time rather than a rushed decision. 

Families deserve the right to be fully informed and should have every opportunity to engage with government 
and the Department of Education so that they can feel confident in making the choice that they will eventually 
make for their family. Families, whether they live in the metropolitan area or regionally, can apply directly to the 
Department of Education for individual exemptions; the department will work with them and facilitate requests 
from those individual families. That actually is a choice provided by this government. Is it not good that this 
Liberal–National government is providing a choice to families across regional Western Australia, including 
those who want the government to adopt the national curriculum, to allow their children the best opportunities 
they can get from Australia’s education system? 

We do not want a two-tiered education system anywhere in regional WA in which regional students are out of 
sync with the rest of the country. By not supporting year 7s into high school we are saying that it is acceptable 
for regional students to have less than the national curriculum in terms of the delivery of their education. I do not 
accept that, and I do not accept the argument of seeking to have exemptions applied on a whole-school basis, as 
proposed by Hon Darren West, instead of individual exemptions, because then we will have the minority 
imposing their fears, possibly onto my child and my family, which will in turn take away my choice to provide 
my children with the education I think they deserve. In fact, if we were to impose exemptions on schools as 
opposed to individuals, we would risk a mass exodus of children and families from schools and possibly 
communities in regional areas, as they would choose to make probably a majority decision to provide their 
children with the best possible education that they could as a family.  

Whilst I do not have a problem with individuals seeking permission for their child to remain in primary school 
for year 7 during the transition period, the government simply cannot restrict access to the national curriculum 
for other children and families within that particular school based on potentially one parent’s concern. Changing 
circumstances now allow families to make a decision maybe not to send their children away to a school in Perth 
as education levels and support in regional schools and residential colleges is improving under this government. 
Regional education is now a viable option. That viability will continue to grow as this Liberal–National 
government continues to invest in our regional education system. 

I agree with the Minister for Education, Hon Peter Collier: I want children entering year 7 to have access to 
specialist teachers and resources and facilities that are not available in primary school. If society had not evolved 
and recognised advancements in technology since I was at school or even since my children were in primary 
school, we would still be using slates and chalk! We have to recognise that our children are now much more 
advanced. We need to feed their brains, which are like sponges and are growing on a daily basis. It is better to 
invest that need for information in education rather than deal with negative outcomes in the future as a result of a 
lack of investment in the education system to meet the needs of our children. I want all children to have an 
opportunity to advance. I think we all agree that young people are our future. It is our job to give them the best 
opportunity that we can. 
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